
Stedfast Christian Center 
Our History 

 
Pastor Sam Goodwin received a vision from God on July 16, 1983, to start 
a ministry. Walking by faith and not by sight, Stedfast and Unmovable 
Ministries, Inc. began in his home on September 20, 1983 in Northeast 
Columbia. 
 
Stedfast Christian Center is the church which blossomed out of this vision 
when a small body of believers began to worship at Dent Middle School in 
Columbia, South Carolina on April 15, 1984 with Pastor Goodwin as 
founder. 
 
God continued to bless Stedfast. The church moved from Dent Middle 
School to 1833 Columbia College Drive on January 27, 1985 and on March 
15, 1987, the Stedfast congregation moved into its present facility at 5200 
Fairfield Road, Columbia, SC. Stedfast believes unequivocally in the 
salvation and sanctification of unbelievers through the Word of God. 

 
Pastor Goodwin's vision for Stedfast manifested itself when, on May 21, 1991, Stedfast purchased twelve 
acres of land in northeast Columbia on Clemson Road. The total vision will include a home for the elderly, 
unwed mothers and disadvantaged youth. 
 
At Stedfast, worship services are recorded on CD and DVD. The CDs are sent around the country weekly at 
no cost. This is a teaching ministry that provides many opportunities where one can grow in the Word of 
God, including Bible Classes from Nursery to Adults. 
 
At Stedfast, we are building people who are laborers, settled and loving. We are on a mission to bring 
people to the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ and empower them to be steadfast in the Word of God as 
they fulfill their God-given purpose and become resourceful laborers who represent Jesus Christ in the 
earth. 
 
Pastor Goodwin is a native of Columbia, South Carolina. He is a graduate of Booker T. Washington High 
School and attended South Carolina State College on a football scholarship. After two years at SC State 
College, he married his high school sweetheart, Fannie Bland. Pastor's career led him in teaching and 
coaching in high school for eight years and in college for twelve years. 
 
He accepted Jesus as Lord and Savior of his life in 1975, while he was coaching in college. He received his 
call into the ministry in 1982, and on October 2, 1983, Pastor Goodwin preached his first sermon at Gilbert 
Memorial Baptist Church in Columbia. He also attended The Gulf Coast Seminary. He was first ordained by 
the Mt. Hebron Progressive Association in 1983 and then also ordained by Dr. Frederick K.C. Price of the 
Fellowship of Inner-City Word of Faith Ministries in 1999. Pastor Goodwin is a certified Teacher/Trainer of 
Evangelism Explosion III International Equipping Ministry. In 2011-2014 he was elected Chaplain of the SC 
State University National Alumni Association.  In 2013-14, he was elected President of the SC State 
University Alumni Greater Columbia Chapter. 
 
The Goodwins are the parents of five children, Johnny, Dianne, Sam Jr., Elgin and Valerie, two daughters-
in-law, Margaret and Janice, and four grandchildren, Jaquinna, Katisha, Kayla and Enoch. 
 

 
 
 
 


